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"BMho you are, and where.you.are.on_lifé’s journey, you are

New to our church? We're so glad you're here! To celebrate, we'd love
to pledge a $5 donation on your behalf to a charity of your choice. Supporting
other non-profits is something we do every week, and we'd love to include you
in that practice. Simply scan the QR code and fill out the form!

En el nartex hay disponibles dispositivos de asistencia auditiva e instrucciones para el servicio de
traduccion (inglés-espanol). Por favor, dirijase a un acomodador si necesita ayuda o mas informacién

Prelude “Sarabande” Liam Young Skeen
].S. Bach

Welcome Rev. Jessica Vacketta

1 Call to Worship Phil Lind

Leader: At the waters of the Jordan, before sermons or miracles, before crowds or conflict,
God spoke a word of love.

All: “You are my beloved.”
Leader: That same voice still calls—not earned, not achieved.
All: Beloved of God. Claimed by grace. Held in love.

Leader: Come, all who are weary and hopeful, curious and committed, listening for the
Spirit among us.

All: We come to worship the God who calls us beloved and gathers us together!



1 Opening Song Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Come, O Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing your grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of endless praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount; I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unfailing love.

Here I pause in my sojourning, giving thanks for having come,
come to trust at every turning, God will guide me safely home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God,
came to rescue me from danger, blessed body, precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor daily I am drawn a-new!
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to you.
Prone to wander, I can feel it, wander from the love I’ve known:
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for your very own.

1 Sharing the Peace Rev. Alvaro Durdn

During the Peace, children (4th grade and younger) and youth (5th-8th grade) are invited to attend our
faith formation programs in the Christian Education Building by exiting out the back door of the Sanctuary
with our adult program leaders. Parents/guardians are welcome to accompany kids to help them get settled.
Children and youth are most welcome to remain in the service if they would prefer. Activity baskets with
goodies for our younger kiddos can be found in the entry hall (Narthex) at the Kids Table. After worship, kids
can be picked up in their program room or Kloss Hall at Coffee Hour. We’re glad you’re here!

Centering Song Liam Young Skeen
Congregational Prayer Rev. Alvaro Durdn
In Unison*

*This beloved prayer, often referred to as the "Lord's Prayer," has been adapted and translated countless times over the
centuries. While we've provided two options below, we encourage you to use any version that resonates with you.

Our Creator, Who art in heaven, hallowed be  Padre nuestro que estds en el cielo,
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy willbe sanfificado sea fu Nombre, venga tu reino,
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this hdagase tu voluntad, en la tiera como en el
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, cielo. Danos hoy nuestro pan de cada dia.
as we forgive our debftors. Lead us not into Perdona nuestras ofensas, como también
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine nosotros perdonamos ¢ los que nos
is the Kingdom and the power and the glory,  ofenden. No nos dejes caer en tentacion
forever. Amen. y libranos del mal. Porgue tuyo es el
reino, tuyo es el poder, y tuya es la gloria,
ahora y por siempre. Amén.



Invitation to Offering Emergency Assistance Fund Rev. Alvaro Durdn

Through unexpected hardships, illness, or job loss, sometimes our members and neighbors face
urgent challenges. That's where the Emergency Assistance Fund comes in. This fund allows us
to meet the needs of our community, in the moment, by helping with groceries, gas cards,
utility assistance, childcare, and more.

Give to CCSM with ease!
e Church Center App: Download the new Church Center App, tap the “Give” icon at the bottom of

the homescreen, add your amount, tap next and select “Plate.”
e Scan the QR code to make a gift to the plate offering or the General Fund.
e Offering Plate: Place your cash or check in the offering plate.
For checks, note on the memo line where you’d like the funds directed.
e Online Giving: Visit CCSM's ccsm-ucc.org/give/ and click the blue “Give” button.
e Mail: Send a check to the church office. (225 Tilton Ave, San Mateo, CA 94401)

In addition to our plate offering, we gratefully accept gifts to our General Fund at any time.

Offertory Metamorphoses, op49 James Koeppen, oboe
B. Britten
Scripture Matthew 3:13-17 Phil Lind

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and
alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I
am well pleased.”

Sermon Marked by Love Rev. Jessica Vacketta

Hymn of Response Called as Partners in Christ’s Service #495, vs. 1-2

Called as partners in Christ’s service, called to ministries of grace.
We respond with deep commitment, fresh new lines of faith to trace.
May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend with friend.
Equal partners in our caring to fulfill God’s chosen end.

Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring, Christ’s clear call to work and worth.
Let us follow, never faltering, reconciling folk on earth.
Men and women, richer, poorer, all God’s people young and old.
Blending human skills together gracious gifts from God unfold.


http://ccsm-ucc.org/give/

Outgoing Leader Appreciation

Board of Directors

Martha Bronitsky, Treasurer Kay Harris, Council of Ministries Lead
Valerie Leung, Secretary Mike Hill, Member-at-Large

BOD Standing Committee Chairs
Jim Schwant, Building and Grounds

Council of Ministries

Genel Morgan, Service and Justice Sharon Tobin, Service and Justice
Katie Bylander, Music Pam Ridlehuber, Liturgical Arts
Katherine Vega-Stultz, Latino Melodie Lew, Congregational Care

Troy Grabow, Children, Youth, and Families

Litany for Outgoing Leaders

Leader: You, dear leaders: you have held our community steady with such care
through seasons of change, tending to our congregation's needs with
dedication and love.

Congregation: For this we thank you.

Leader: Through meetings and emails, planning sessions and sharing meals,
you've brought not just your time but your whole hearts to this work. Your
thoughtful leadership has touched us all.

Congregation: For this we thank you.

Leader: You've helped us grow and build a truly caring community. You've
welcomed families of all kinds, taught our children, and reached out to
serve our wider community with love and justice.

Congregation: For this we thank you.

Leader: Now, as you step away from these leadership positions, we honor both the
ending and the new beginning. May you find joy in simply being present
in our community, in taking time for renewal, in discovering new ways to
nurture your spirit and serve.

Congregation: For this we thank you.

Outgoing leaders: We know that our lives have been and always will be richer for
having served in this role. We are grateful to have served, and
grateful that others will now fill some of our shoes. For the
opportunity to serve, WE thank YOU! And for the opportunity to
take off these leadership hats, we thank you.



Leader: To all gathered here: may this remind us that we each have gifts to share
and wisdom to know both when to step forward and when to step back.
This is how our community grows stronger - through the dance of service
and renewal, of giving and receiving.

Congregation: For this we thank you. Amen.

Thank you for your leadership and service!

1 Closing Hymn Sent Forth by God’s Blessing #76
by John Zundel

Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The service is ended, O now be extended
the fruits of our worship in all who believe.

The seed of the teaching, receptive hearts reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
God’s grace did invite us, and love shall unite us
to work for God’s realm and to answer the call.

With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living,
the tasks of our everyday life we will face.

Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,
embracing God’s children, each tribe and race.
With your grace you feed us, with your life now lead us,
unite us as one in this life that we share.

Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and that name which we bear.

1 Benediction Rev. Jessica Vacketta

Postlude Sonata in F major op. 5 no. 4 I1I. Adagio-Vivace

A.Corelli. Liam Young Skeen, violin Ondine Young, viola

Join us for the Annual Meeting in Kloss Hall following worship!
Special thanks to our Staff for providing lunch.

Music in today’s bulletin printed with permission, CCLI #11035805. CCSM endeavors to use inclusive language in our worship

services. Exceptions occur when we must be compliant with copyright laws.

Special thanks to those helping with today’s service:
Our musicians leading worship: Dr. Ondine Young, Liam Young Skeen, James Koeppen



Joys and Concerns

Prayer connects us in love and care, whether we have specific requests or simply wish to hold someone in
God's light. Each week, our pastoral care team holds our congregation's joys and concerns in prayer. To
share a request, fill out a blue card in the pew and place it in our offering plate, give it to a minister, or visit
ccsm-ucc.org . Prayers will be listed below for two weeks, unless otherwise requested.

Recent Prayer Requests:

Tony Gallo offers prayers of thanks that his brother Enzo starts 2026 with a report that he is cancer
free after one year, and his heart is stable.

We surround Lynn Nieberding in prayer following the death of her husband Paul Neiberding on
December 23.

Please continue to hold Peter Pierson in prayer who has moved to a new care facility in Union City
as he waits for the VA to share next steps in his care.

Genel Morgan asks that we please continue prayers for her family member, Lindsay. She has had
complications from her recent surgery and had to have additional surgery. This has been such a
stressful time for her and the family.

Ongoing prayer requests: Heather Morgan; Larry Anderson, friend of Frank Garritano; Joaquin,
Nadia Hernandez father; Sanjana, friend of Susan & Warren Long; Mike and Lee Mullery's
nephew, Wally; John, Sharon Tobin's son; Renato Floresca; Lynne and Peter, friends of Lynn
Nieberding; Chona Tendero's friend, Feljohn Rancap; Aprille Espinuevas, friend of Robert and
Johann Leung; Lani Leydig; Cheryl Granucci; Allison Rock and Chris Wuthmann's friend, Karen;
Veril Phillips and Bev Knowlton; Mike and Lee Mullery; George Vail; Dottie Scott; Caroline
Reinke.

Bulletin Board

If you wish to have an announcement added to the “Bulletin Board,” please email Kim Rey at kim@ccsm-ucc.org

CCSM ANNUAL MEETING, TODAY, 12pm ° Kloss Hall

The congregation meets annually to receive ministry updates and reports, approve the new budget,
elect board members and ministry leads, and attend to additional business requiring a
congregational vote and/or congregational input. This year's meeting will be held over a light lunch
in Kloss Hall and also via Zoom. Observers are welcome; only CCSM members may vote on the
Action Items.

We must have a minimum of 75 members in attendance for quorum per our by-laws, so please
plan to join us for this important meeting. We will also have Zoom available at:
https://tinyurl.com/mhmvkpff If you can join us in person rather than online, please do.

Absentee voting will be available.


http://ccsm-ucc.org/pray
mailto:kim@ccsm-ucc.org
https://tinyurl.com/mhmvkpff

Children Youth & Families: Pizza, Ice Cream and Games, TONIGHT, 5 - 6:30PM: Join us for
pizza, ice cream, and games as we kick off the new year together. This is a relaxed, come-as-you-are
evening to reconnect, take a breath after the holidays, and enjoy being together after our first week
back at school/work.

Burlingame Music Club, Monday Jan. 12. 1:00-3:00PM. This month features performances from
seven student contestants preparing for the BMC Young Musicians’ Competition this Spring. All are
invited to attend.

Music and Art Guild: Join the Music and Art Guild this Friday, Jan. 16, at 12:00 PM in the Buckham
Room to learn how San Mateo County supports local arts. Guest speakers Lois Fried and Mara
Grimes will share how tax dollars fund community art initiatives. Please bring your own lunch;
dessert will be provided!

MLK JR Multifaith Day of Service, January 19. Be part of this interfaith day of service where we'll
work together on projects supporting our local community. Register online at

peninsulamultifaith.org/mlkday

Join Puente de la Costa Sur (PUENTE) for a morning workday on January 17th (9am-12pm) at
their Casa de Flores property in Pescadero to help clear debris, organize greenhouses, and move
materials to prepare the site. To register, please email Bridgitte bdeacon@mypuente.org.

Slow-Read Book Club: You are invited to join a new Slow-Read Book Club focusing on books by
Christian women authors, designed for deep reflection by spending three months on each selection.
Our first book is Leaving Church: A Memoir of Faith by Barbara Brown Taylor, with meetings starting
on January 26 at 11:00AM in the Fireplace Room. Contact Siew internationalchoir@gmail.com.

Pick-A-Vent Submission Form Live: We're excited to announce a new name and sign-up date for
our annual fundraiser! Formerly called Pick-A-Party, we are rebranding to Pick-A-Vent (short for
“Event") and shifting the sign-up date to February 22, but activity submissions are available now
(https://forms.gle/QsMBSPbévcWas7h67 or clickable in Connections). This popular fundraiser
connects members through unique hosted activities, with proceeds supporting CCSM's goals.

Calendar uisit ccsmM-UCC.ORG/EVENTS for the full calendar of events and meetings

Sunday, January 11

9:45 -10:15AM Joyful Noise Choir Rehearsal, Fireplace Room

10:30- 11:30 AM Worship Service in person and online (FB and YouTube)

10:45-11:30 AM Children’s Sunday Morning Faith Formation, CE Building

11:30 AM - 2:00 PM Annual Meeting and luncheon, Kloss Hall

4:00 - 5:00 PM Sunday Afternoon Faith Formation, Kloss Hall

5:00 - 6:30 PM CYF Pizza Party, Ice Cream & Games; New Year Kick-Off, Kloss Hall

Monday, January 12
4:00 - 6:00 PM Samaritan House Meal Service, Kloss Hall
1:00 - 3:00 PM Burlingame Music Club, Kloss Hall


http://peninsulamultifaith.org/mlkday
mailto:bdeacon@mypuente.org
mailto:internationalchoir@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/QsMBSPb6vcWas7h67
http://ccsm-ucc.org/EVENTS

Tuesday, January 13

10:00 - 11:00 AM Men's Coffee Group, Hillsdale Mall Terrace; contact Peter Held, paheld1417@gmail.com
4:00 - 6:00 PM Samaritan House Meal Service, Kloss Hall

Wednesday, January 14

4:00 - 6:00 PM Samaritan House Meal Service, Kloss Hall

7:15-8:45 PM Bilingual (Spanish/English) Worship Service, Kloss Hall

Thursday, January 15

10:15-11:30 AM Women'’s Coffee Group, Fireplace Room

4:00 - 6:00 PM Samaritan House Meal Service, Kloss Hall

Friday, January 16

1:00 - 2:30 PM Bella Voce rehearsal, Choir Room

4:00 - 6:00 PM Samaritan House Meal Service, Kloss Hall

12:00 - 1:30 PM Music and Art, Buckham Room

Saturday, January 17

8:30-10:30 AM CC Riders Weekly Bike Ride; contact Peter Held, paheld1417@gmail.com
Sunday, January 18

9:45 - 10:15AM Joyful Noise Choir Rehearsal, Fireplace Room

10:30 - 11:30 AM Worship Service in person and online (FB and YouTube)
10:45-11:30 AM Children’s Sunday Morning Faith Formation, CE Building
4:00 - 5:30 PM Sunday Afternoon Faith Formation & Supper, CE Building
5:30- 6:30 PM Youth Group (6-12th grade)

For Staff, CCSM Board, and Ministries leads, go to ccsm-ucc.org/welcome/#staff or scan
the QR code. To contact your CCSM Board, email Board@ccsm-ucc.org. To contact anyone
in the Council of Ministries, email COM@ccsm-ucc.org. To contact the church office, email
cmontara@ccsm-ucc.org

Follow Us on Social Media!

9 K o ;
@ccsmucc ccsm.ucc ccsmMediaChannel ™ &l ccsm-ucc.org

ADVOCATING FOR LGBTQz: INCLUSION AND JUSTICE SINCE 1972

We are a certified

Cool Congregation

Interfaith
Power & Light

CCSM
A CREATION JUSTICE CHURCH

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
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